
The Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey is a private 501( c ) ( 3) not-for-profit organization. We are proud to

receive support from both the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism & Drug Abuse and the New Jersey Department of

Human Services, through the State of New Jersey’s Drug Enforcement Demand Reduction Fund, as well as from a

broad range of corporations and foundations.  All Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey programs, projects and

services are offered to New Jersey’s residents and businesses free of charge. 
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The Partnership for a Drug Free New Jersey 
receives nearly seven dollars in in-kind support for every dollar spent.

2008 Granters & Corporate Supporters
State of New Jersey - Department of Human Services
Governor’s Council on Alcoholism & Drug Abuse

Chubb & Son
Construction Industry Advancement Program of NJ
The Gerhard Foundation
Charles Lafitte Foundation        
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ
Impact Unlimited, Inc.
Labcorp
Hackensack University Medical Center
McCarter & English
MCJ Foundation

New Jersey Natural Gas

New Jersey Prevention Network

PSE&G

Princeton Partners, Inc.

Riker, Danzig, Scherer, Hyland & Perretti

Saint Barnabas Health Care System

United Water 

United Way of Hudson County                                                                                      

Verizon New Jersey, Inc.

Wyeth

PDFNJ Would Like to Thank the Following Organizations
and their members for their 2008 In-Kind Support

Ad Vantage Media 

C.A. Media

CBS Outdoor 

Comcast

Drug Enforcement Administration

FastTrack Media

Fresh Air Flicks

Infinity Broadcasting 

Hammerhead Advertising

McCarter and English 

OOH Vision Networks

New Jersey Advertising Club

New Jersey Broadcasters Association

New Jersey Cable Telecommunications Association

New Jersey Press Association

New Jersey Transit Corporation

New Jersey Turnpike Authority

Port Authority of New York & New Jersey

Rowan University Radio

Titan Outdoor

Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey
In Cooperation with the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism
& Drug Abuse and the NJ Department of Human Services
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2008 Revenue by Source

Capitol Contributions - 3.2%

Donations - 10.3%

Grants - 86.5%

2008 Expenses by Category

Fundraising -  2.5%

Management - 11.7%

Program - 85.8%

Who knew
Grandma

kept a
stash!

Maximizing Every Dollar 
Through Collaboration and Innovation
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Dear Friends,

In focusing on the mission of the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey “to unsell drugs and alcohol abuse to

the people of New Jersey – especially our youth” during 2008, I am proud to report that we are providing the resi-

dents of New Jersey with life saving prevention information. 

This year, as a result of our annual Parent’s Tracking Study, we launched our award winning Grandma’s Stash

Campaign. We tackled the important issue of prescription and over-the-counter drug abuse in our state by partner-

ing with federal, state, and local and government community organizations with the same goal. 

In the next several pages you will read about how the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey has maximized

every dollar and message through cooperation and collaboration.  

The Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey experience is truly trailblazing in its research based campaigns that

have become national role models over the last fifteen years. National campaigns such as The White House Office

of National Drug Control Policy’s “Parent - The Anti-Drug” and The National Center on Addiction and Substance

Abuse at Columbia University’s (CASA) “Family Day: A Day to Have Dinner With Your Family” have their origins

with the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey’s research and initiatives. Throughout this annual report you will

find highlights of recent research initiatives sponsored by the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey’s Center For

Prevention Research (NJCPR).  

The success of the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey is directly attributed to its dynamic staff, a dedicated

Board of Directors, Executive and Steering Committee, New Jersey’s government, media, corporate and foundation

leaders, The Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse and the New Jersey Department of Human

Services, all of whom provide support to the Partnership in both resources and spirit.

The Partnership realizes that as we have accomplished much, there is much more to accomplish. Everyday a child

in New Jersey will celebrate their 11th birthday, the age of first approach, it is the Partnership for a Drug-Free

New Jersey’s commitment to do everything it can to guarantee that every child will have the resources, knowledge

and support to say no to drugs and alcohol. 

PARTNERSHIP FOR A DRUG-FREE NEW JERSEY

Joseph A. Miele
Chairman



The Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey,
through its Center for Prevention Research
(NJCPR) conducted several statewide studies
that confirmed national studies conclusions
that prescription drug abuse was climbing at

alarming levels. What the research also pointed out was that
most young people who were abusing prescription drugs were
easily accessing them from family and friends. 

In response to this important trend PDFNJ’s Board of
Directors, in December 2007, directed the Partnership’s 2008
media campaign to focus on prescription drug abuse. The
campaign garnered the support of the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) - New Jersey Division, the New Jersey
Department of Human Services, the Governor’s Council on
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (GCADA), New Jersey
Prevention Network (NJPN) and Jason’s Message, all of
whom appear on the campaign.

Following the creative process to develop the
“Grandma’s Stash” campaign, PDFNJ collaborated
with Clear Channel Outdoors to secure electronic
billboard messages. The campaign continued with
interior bus and train plackets that were placed on
over 1200 New Jersey Transit Buses and over 300
PATH Trains. PDFNJ also secured over 50 Bus
Shelter locations throughout New Jersey to promote
this message. 

The “Grandma’s Stash” campaign was also distrib-
uted to over 300 Daily and Weekly New Jersey

Partnership in the Media
Prescription Drug-Abuse Prevention was the centerpiece of the Partnership
for a Drug-Free New Jersey's Public Service Media Campaign.
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PDFNJ partnered with over 700 
New Jersey Pharmacies, where thousands

of volunteer hours were donated 
toward delivering prescription drug abuse

prevention messages. 

$1 in prevention
saves 

$15 in societal
costs 

Newspapers and web banners were made available to all 563 New
Jersey Mayors, Police Chiefs and Boards of Education. Two 30-
second radio PSAs  were also created and distributed to every
radio station in New Jersey. 

In August of 2008 in commemoration of National Medicine Abuse
Awareness Month, PDFNJ collaborated with the New Jersey
Pharmacists Association to distribute the “Grandma’s Stash” mes-
sage on over three quarters of a million pharmacy bags that were
distributed with the coop-
eration of over 700 local
pharmacies in all 21
counties in New Jersey. A
statewide press confer-
ence was help to promote
this public private part-
nership.

Who knew
Grandma kept 

a stash!
70% of all people who abused 

prescription pain relievers 
got them from 

friends or relatives

Talk to your kids 
about prescription drug abuse.

Learn how at 
www.drugfreenj.org

Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey
in Cooperation with the Governor’s Council on 
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse and the NJ Dept. of Human Services

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION
NEW JERSEY DIVISION



Partnership in the News
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Building Dedication
The Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey statewide headquarters. officially became 
the “Joseph P. Miele Center for Substance Abuse Prevention” at a ceremony held on 
July 15, 2008. 

Stephen J. Pasierb, President and CEO of the Partnership for a Drug-Free
America, (above), attended the event and lauded the Partnership for a Drug-Free
New Jersey as a national leader.

The newly dedicated “Joseph P. Miele Center for
Substance Abuse Prevention” is named in honor of
Joseph “JP” Miele who has and continues to dedi-
cate his life to keeping New Jersey children drug-
free.  With the founding of the Partnership for a
Drug-Free New Jersey, Miele has touched the lives
of millions of New Jersey’s families with messages
of drug and alcohol abuse education, prevention 
and hope.   

It is through his unwavering commitment and

unmatched dedication that the Partnership for a

Drug-Free New Jersey has become a national leader

in the fight against alcohol and drug abuse and that

the establishment of this Center is possible.

PDFNJ received over one-million dollars in
donated advertising space in 2008

– enough to cover the length of 
Giant's Stadium. 
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Partnership in the Schools

Over 90,000 
children participated 
in Partnership for a

Drug-Free New Jersey
prevention 

initiatives in 2008, 
at a cost of $.09 a child 

– PRICELESS!

PSE&G 3rd Grade Contract for a Healthy Life  Communication between
parents and their children is key to substance abuse prevention, as study after
study shows. Getting this information out to New Jersey parents is the goal of
the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey--- and getting this information out

to parents is possible thanks to the support of PSE&G. 

The Third Grade Contract for a Healthy Life program serves as a communication tool for parents and teach-
ers to discuss the issue of substance abuse with the third grade child in their life. 94% of participants said
that this program is equally or more effective than other substance abuse prevention initiatives and 100% of
participants plan on participating in this initiative again. 

Verizon 4th Grade Folder Initiative Fourth Grade students have the opportunity to create peer-to-peer substance
abuse prevention messages with the support the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey receives from Verizon
for the 4th Grade Folder Competition. Over 3,000 students created peer-to-peer prevention images answering
the question, “Fun things to do instead of drugs.” Two winning images were chosen and placed on folders that
were distributed to over 30,000 students in New Jersey schools. 100% of students said they enjoyed participat-
ing in this program, and 82% stated that they learned more about the dangers of substance abuse because of it. 

Horizon Foundation for New Jersey 5th Grade Parent Alert Over 35,000 parents of 5th Grade
Students received important substance abuse prevention information, thanks to the support of the
Horizon Foundation of New Jersey’s 5th Grade Parent Alert. This Partnership for a Drug-Free New
Jersey initiative provides parents with information on current research and trends in substance abuse, as
well as tips and tools on how they can prevent substance abuse in their homes. 90% of participants

became more aware of the risks of using drugs and alcohol through participation in this program, while 88% learned more information
about substance abuse prevention.  

Middle School Public Service Announcement Challenge
The Middle School Public Service Announcement Challenge
invites middle school students to write scripts for a 30-second
television peer-to-peer prevention message. Students from Leap
Academy, Camden, Camden County who created the winning

scripts also produced and starred in their PSA entitled “Drugs are no child’s game.” This ini-
tiative is supported by New Jersey Natural Gas. 

New Jersey Shouts Down Drugs New Jersey Shouts Down Drugs is the
partnership’s substance abuse prevention program for high
school students. All New Jersey high school students are
invited to submit music and lyrics to songs with substance
abuse prevention messages. County representatives are cho-
sen from all of the submissions. The 2008 concert was held
at Rutgers University in New Brunswick. This concert is supported by Comcast, who records the pres-
entation and broadcasts it on-demand for all of their subscribers. 100% of participants agreed that using
music as a prevention tool has a strong impact on kids their age, and 80% reported that participation in
this program helped them decide not to abuse drugs and alcohol. 

Keeping Kids Drug-Free:
Information for Parents
Keeping Kids Drug-Free:
Information for Parents

An alarming number of New Jersey’s youth are intentionally abusing 
prescription medicines to get high. 

According to the National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA), upwards of 9 
million people use prescription medication for non-medical uses. 

The 2007 Partnership for a Drug Free New Jersey (PDFNJ) Principals
Survey found that half of the principals surveyed said that prescription
drugs are abused more than twice that of ecstasy and cocaine by New
Jersey Middle School students.

44% of  New Jersey parents of Middle School Students said they know a
little or just about nothing about prescription drug abuse, according to the
2007 PDFNJ Parents Tracking Survey.

The PDFNJ 2007 Drug Testing in Schools Study found that 30% of Middle
School students, in New Jersey, said that using prescription drugs not pre-
scribed to you “does not have any real health consequences or have only
mild health consequences, but they’re not serious or too long lasting.” 

An alarming number of New Jersey’s youth are intentionally abusing 
prescription medicines to get high. 

According to the National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA), upwards of 9 
million people use prescription medication for non-medical uses. 

The 2007 Partnership for a Drug Free New Jersey (PDFNJ) Principals
Survey found that half of the principals surveyed said that prescription
drugs are abused more than twice that of ecstasy and cocaine by New
Jersey Middle School students.

44% of  New Jersey parents of Middle School Students said they know a
little or just about nothing about prescription drug abuse, according to the
2007 PDFNJ Parents Tracking Survey.

The PDFNJ 2007 Drug Testing in Schools Study found that 30% of Middle
School students, in New Jersey, said that using prescription drugs not pre-
scribed to you “does not have any real health consequences or have only
mild health consequences, but they’re not serious or too long lasting.” 

Partnership foraDrug-Free NewJersey
In Cooperation with the Governor’s Council On Alcoholism &
Drug Abuse and the New Jersey Department of Human Services  
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Partnership in the
Community
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15 Minute Child Break
Reaching parents and caregivers is the top goal of the Partnership
for a Drug-Free New Jersey. This year, close to 150 multi-media
15-Minute Child Break presentations were held for PTA and
PTOs, as well as for business lunch and learn programs, 
impacting almost 110,000 children in the state.

Lowering the drinking age to 18 is not a popular idea among New
Jersey residents. According to an October survey sponsored by the
Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey and  conducted by Fairleigh
Dickinson University’s PublicMind. The study found that just 18
percent of New Jerseyans support the idea of lowering the drinking
age to 18, while 76 percent favor leaving the legal age at 21.  The
survey was undertaken in response to the recently rekindled debate
over the legal drinking age.

The controversy started when a number of university presidents
around the country put forward a petition known as the Amethyst
Initiative, calling for “dispassionate public debate over the effects of
the 21 year-old drinking age.”

Few differences emerged in demographic groups: men and women,
liberals and conservatives, registered and unregistered voters and
north and south Jerseyans all agreed by similar margins.  Even
younger respondents were not significantly more likely to favor low-
ering the drinking age than older residents.  Nor were parents with
children in school or in college significantly different than others in
their preference to leave the drinking age at 21. However, parents
with children in elementary school were most supportive of main-

taining the current legal drinking age of 21 (83%-9%) while parents
of college students were least supportive (67%-30%). 

The question was asked the same way of all respondents.  But, at
random, respondents were given one of three different introductions.
One group was told that university presidents suggested lowering
the drinking age.  Another group was told that some prevention
organizations, like the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey,
oppose any change. A third group was simply told that there is a
current debate. There were no differences among the groups in their
answers to the question, no matter which introduction they received.

Together with the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety
(HTS) and the New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control,
PDFNJ organized the NJ21 Coalition in response to the Amethyst
Initiative. The coalition comprises state government, law enforce-
ment and nonprofit agencies opposed to lowering the drinking age. 

On behalf of the NJ21 Coalition, the PDFNJ has created a print and
transit campaign to get the message out about the dangers of lower-
ing the drinking age. The campaign is scheduled to be distributed in
early 2009. 

Drugs Don’t Work in NJ!
The Partnership for a Drug-Free
New Jersey, through its Drugs
Don’t Work in NJ! program,
offers free assistance in drug-
free workplace policy develop-
ment and implementation. 
There are currently over 2,200

New Jersey businesses who have utilized the
drug-free workplace services assisting and affect-
ing over  837,267 employees. 
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The number of companies to
join Drugs Don't Work in New

Jersey in 2008, increased 
by 30% from last year. 

Time to Talk NJ
Meeting the needs of more and more parents, in all environments is a top priority and through a collaboration
between the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey, Yahoo Groups and the Partnership for a Drug Free America
New Jersey parents can come together from their home computers and talk about how to keep their children
from abusing drugs.  This online chat group is designed specifically for New Jersey parents to come together and
discuss substance abuse issues they are facing. Whether looking for prevention tips, information on local issues
or strategies that have worked, Time To Talk New Jersey is a place every parent can go. 

NJ 21 Coalition

The 15 Minute 
Child Break

“The program was informative 
and interesting and the feedback we received 

from attendees was excellent.”
Nancy Verga, Chairperson, 

Borough of Morris Plains Municipal Alliance

“The Presentation was tremendously informative and well
received by all who attended.” 

Liz Knodel-Gordon, Substance Awareness Coordinator, 
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

In the fall of 2008, PDFNJ 
conducted a study of New
Jersey Businesses and found: 

• New Jersey employers were 
concerned about a variety of safety
sensitive issues regarding their
employees with 87 percent indicating
that they were “very/somewhat” 
concerned about the issues of drugs
and alcohol in the workforce. 

• Over half of the companies surveyed
indicated that the abuse of prescrip-
tion drugs and alcohol, by employ-
ees, at most New Jersey companies,
is a “very/somewhat” serious 
concern. Fifty eight
percent of these
same employers
responded that the
use of illegal drugs
such as marijuana,
cocaine or heroin,
by employees in most New Jersey
companies, is also a serious 
problem.

• New Jersey companies use various
sources to gain information regarding
drug-free workplace programs.
Information provided by PDFNJ,
especially the Drugs Don’t Work in
NJ! program, was the second highest
rated source of information for small
companies and among the top tier of
information sources for all compa-
nies, with 60 percent of employers
saying that they would utilize the
organization’s services.

• Over 60 percent of New Jersey 
companies who have established
drug-free workplace policies have
found them to be “very effective” in
reducing accidents, absenteeism 
and the number of workplace 
compensation claims filed. The policy
also helped increase productivity 
and employee morale.
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