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Opioid Fact Sheet 
Recent Years
· There were an estimated 107,543 drug overdose deaths in the United States during 2023—a decrease of 3% from the 111,029 deaths estimated in 2022. This is the first annual decrease in drug overdose deaths since 2018.
· The 81,083 reported opioid-involved drug overdose deaths for the 12 months ending in December 2023 is a decrease from 84,181 in the previous year.
· The COVID-19 pandemic caused an increase in the number of Americans using drugs.  CDC researchers found roughly 13 percent of people surveyed either began using drugs during the pandemic or increased their use of illicit substances.
· While overdose deaths from synthetic opioids (primarily fentanyl) decreased in 2023 compared to 2022, cocaine and psychostimulants (like methamphetamine) increased.
Since 1999
· The number of people who died from a drug overdose in 2021 was over six times the number in 1999.
· More than 1 million people have died of a drug overdose since 1999. 
· From 1999 to 2020, more than 263,000 people died in the United States from overdoses involving prescription opioids. 
· Overdose deaths involving prescription opioids nearly increased by five times from 1999 to 2020.
· The number of drug overdose deaths did not significantly change from 2021 to 2022.
· [bookmark: _Hlk175472286]Over 75% of the nearly 107,000 drug overdose deaths in 2022 involved an opioid.

Prescription Opioids
· More than 130 million opioid prescriptions were dispensed to American patients in 2022,
· Drug overdose deaths involving prescription opioids rose from 3,442 in 1999 to 17,029 in 2017.
· From 2017 to 2019, the number of drug overdose deaths involving prescription opioids declined to 14,139.
· In 2022, the number of deaths involving prescription opioids declined to 14,716.
· Fentanyl involvement in fatalities that also involved prescription opioid drugs has steadily increased since 2014.
· 12% of male athletes and 8% of female athletes had used prescription opioids.
· Studies indicate that about 80 percent of heroin users started out by abusing narcotic painkillers.
· Half of all sports medicine injuries in children and teens are from overuse.

Fentanyl
· The rate of drug overdose deaths increased by 279 percent for drug overdoses involving fentanyl, from 5.7 per 100,000 standard population in 2016 to 21.6 in 2021.
· Overdoses involving synthetic opioids (primarily fentanyl) increased to 71,238 in 2021 from 57,834 such deaths in 2020. More than 36,000 people died from overdoses involving synthetic opioids in 2019. 
· The rate of drug overdose deaths involving synthetic opioids other than methadone increased 56 percent, from 11.4 per 100,000 people in 2019 to 17.8 in 2020.
· Overdose deaths involving synthetic opioids were nearly 18 times higher in 2020 than in 2013. 
· In New Jersey, the total number of overdose deaths involving synthetic opioids increased from 2,221 in 2019 to 2,331 in 2020, a 5 percent rise.
· In 2023, DEA seized more than 80 million fentanyl-laced fake pills and nearly 12,000 pounds of fentanyl powder.  
· Laboratory testing indicates 7 out of every 10 pills seized by DEA contain a lethal dose of fentanyl.
· Two milligrams (mg) of fentanyl is considered a potentially fatal dose. 
New Jersey
· There were 2,564 suspected drug overdose deaths in New Jersey in 2023.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]New Jersey emergency medical services and law enforcement administered naloxone 12,944 times during 2023.
· A 2016 Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey (PDFNJ) study found that nearly one in three parents of New Jersey middle school students do not believe there is a link between painkillers prescribed for things like sports injuries and wisdom tooth removal and the rising use of heroin in New Jersey. The study also found that less than 50 percent of parents of New Jersey Middle School students feel they are knowledgeable about heroin.
· Between January 1 and  June 30, 2024, there were 1010 suspected drug-related deaths.
· Between January 1 and June 20, 2024, there were 1,514,075 opioid prescriptions dispensed.
· Between January 1 and June 20, 2024, there were 5,492 Naloxone administrations,

More Information
· Over two-thirds of opioids prescribed by dentists are related to dental surgery, according to a 2018 study.
· A 2016 University of Pennsylvania study found that each year, more than 100 million prescription opioid pills had gone unused following wisdom teeth removal.
· Male adolescent athletes who participated in competitive sports across a three-year study period had two times greater odds of being prescribed painkillers during the past year and had four times greater odds of medically misusing painkillers (i.e., using them to get high and using them too much) compared to males who did not participate in competitive sports.
· Legitimate opioid use before high school graduation is independently associated with a 33 percent increase in the risk of future opioid misuse after high school.
· According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, the use of prescribed opioids before the 12th grade is independently associated with future opioid misuse among patients with little drug experience and who disapprove of illegal drug use. 
· According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), women are more likely to have chronic pain, be prescribed prescription pain relievers, be given higher doses, and use them for more extended periods than men. Women may become dependent on prescription pain relievers more quickly than men.
· 91 percent of New Jersey residents agree that physicians should be legally required to discuss the risk of developing either a physical or psychological dependency on the prescription pain medication with patients before prescribing it, and two-thirds believe that physicians discussing the potential of dependencies with patients will help reduce the number of individuals who ultimately become addicted to the pain medications.
· One of the most tangible examples of the dangers of misusing prescription drugs comes from the opioid crisis, which the Council of Economic Advisers (CEA) estimates cost $696 billion in 2018—or 3.4 percent of GDP—and more than $2.5 trillion for the four years from 2015 to 2018.
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